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1. Call to Order:   
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Members 
present: Dan Mortensen, Deb Ehster, Bill Schremp, Rex Zemke, Paul Kennedy, and 
Village President George Peterson.  Trustee Craig McEwen is excused.  Also present: 
Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Clerk 
Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding PFAS Results: 
Mr. Vergara explained that the Village has also been informed by the WDNR that these 
results dictate the utility will be responsible to complete quarterly sampling at the same 
sample points for the analytes.  It is curious that when Well #4 was taken offline, the 
analyte concentrations at Well #3, and Well #5 increased.  Discussions with Cory Larson 
at the WDNR revealed that the Wisconsin River is a large contributor of PFAS; especially 
in our direct area.  When Well #4 was taken offline, it allowed the flow of groundwater 
to reverse, and be pulled toward Wells #3 and #5 at a greater rate.  In theory, Well #4 is 
in effect, blocking some groundwater that flows to our wells from the aquifer under the 
river.  It gives credence to why Well #4 should perhaps be cycling in synch with our 
other 3 wells and remain as part of the Villages supply source.  The WDNR does not 
know the source of the PFAS in the Wisconsin River.  The Hazard Index for the surface 
waters of the river hovers around 0.75 for our area, which is quite high.  The current 
theory by the WDNR for Rothschild is source water is being pulled from both the river 
basin aquifer and upstream aquifer and PFAS contamination from both fronts with it, 
but less in the upstream aquifer.  We have been collaborating with Becher Hoppe on the 
short- and long-term action plans.  They are putting together a proposal for how they 
see we may want to best operate the water system.  Well #3 data indicated lower PFAS 
levels and Well #3 is due to be cleaned.  We have reached out to Municipal Well and 
Pump to get a proposal to add a pump bowl assembly to the existing pump and change 
the existing motor to a variable frequency drive since they will already have both units 
disassembled for cleaning and repairs.  The addition of a variable frequency drive will 
give the utility the flexibility to operate the pumps at various speeds as opposed to just 
on and off.  Also, we will be trying to determine how to incorporate Wells #4 and #6 
back into the system similar to the before the first testing for the long term.     
 
The Trustees agreed to hold off on purchasing filters for the residents as of right now to 
determine what the WDNR and Becher-Hoppe recommend since the Village is not in 
violation. 
 
No Action Taken. 
 

3. Adjourn: 
Motioned by Schremp/Kennedy to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


